
 

STARTING
YOUR
OWN FTC
TEAM

What is
FTC?
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Interested? More information available
(in 15 languages) on our website*

FTC (FIRST tech
chal lenge)  is  a  robotics

organization for  ages  12-
17  (excluding teams in

Michigan) .  These teams
take on a  chal lenge

publ ished by  F IRST every
year  in  September .They

then take these robots  to
competit ion after  6-8

weeks of  bui ld .

What do I need to get started?
3 or more dedicated students

A build space to put together the robot

3 or more hard-working mentors

The tools and parts necessary for your design

and how to effectively and safely use them

OPTIONAL but recommended:
Sustainable sponsorships or funds

A veteran FTC team to support and mentor

your team (we can help if you need it, contact

us at the email below)

A student-led structure splitting work based

on type

FIRST is
available to
everyone!



Each team is required to have at least two
adult mentors. They can guide students

throughout the season. Typically, they are
professionally in the field but it is not

required.

Many teams choose to divide into subteams
(programming, mechanical, business, etc.) in
order to maximize collaboration and organize

workflow. 
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Costs

Mentors Necessary Tools

FTC Season 
Timeline

May: registration opens

September: season kick-

off

October - March: local
and district competitions

April: FIRST championship

FTC teams can use basic building
tools and  building parts to create
their robot. There is a selection of

approved building parts available on
the FIRST website. 

Team registration: $295

Competition fees: vary

by competition

You can earn funding

via student fees 

Team Organization


